
Closed Session

Environmental 
Security: Tragedy of 

Commons

2019

Dr Şirin Duygulu





Closed Session

20202020 2020

20192019 2019

The TRT World Forum 2019, recognised as one of the most significant political events of the year, took place from 
October 21st- 22nd at the Istanbul Congress Center with over one thousand esteemed guests and panellists. 
Consisting of nine keynote speeches and exclusive talks, 12 public sessions, and 15 closed sessions this year’s 
Forum succeeded in providing a platform for serious engagement with the most pressing challenges of our time. 
The themes of the sessions ranged from the rise of far-right terrorism, populism and nationalism, environmental 
issues, the future of the Middle East, trade wars, the future of the European Union and cooperation of emerging 
powers. Uniting all of these themes was a focus on the fragmented state of today’s world and a sincere desire to 

offer meaningful solutions. 

This roundtable meeting was held in English under the Chatham House Rule. This rule stipulates that ‘when 
a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to use the information 
received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be 
revealed.’

Environmental 
Security: Tragedy of 

Commons



4

Environmental Security: Tragedy of Commons
TRT World Forum 2019 - Closed Session Report

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the speaker(s) and participants or writer(s), and do not 

necessarily reflect the view of TRT World Research Centre, its staff, associates or Council. This document is issued on the understanding 

that if any extract is used, TRT World Research Centre should be credited, preferably with the date of the publication or details of the 

event. Where this document refers to or reports statements made by speakers at an event every effort has been made to provide a fair 

representation of their views and opinions. The published text of speeches and presentations may differ from delivery.

© TRT WORLD RESEARCH CENTRE
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

WRITTEN BY

DR ŞIRIN DUYGULU

PUBLISHER

TRT WORLD RESEARCH CENTRE

February 2020

TRT WORLD İSTANBUL

AHMET ADNAN SAYGUN STREET NO:83 34347

ULUS, BEŞİKTAŞ

İSTANBUL / TURKEY

TRT WORLD LONDON

PORTLAND HOUSE

4 GREAT PORTLAND STREET NO:4

LONDON / UNITED KINGDOM

TRT WORLD WASHINGTON D.C.

1819 L STREET NW SUITE 700 20036  

WASHINGTON DC / UNITED STATES

www.trtworld.com

researchcentre.trtworld.com

Dr Şirin Duygulu Elcim is an assistant professor of Political Science and International Relations. Dr. Duygulu got her BA degree in Social and 

Political Sciences from Sabancı University and her MA degree in International Relations from Koç University before completing her PhD in 

Political Science at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Her research interest lays at the intersection of international security and civil 

actors’ role in securitised issue areas. Her academic work has appeared in international journals such as International Organisation and her 

book titled “Dönüşen Savaşların Değişen Araçları” (Changing Weapons of Evolving Wars) has recently came out. 

Şirin Duygulu (Elcim)



5

Environmental Security: Tragedy of Commons
TRT World Forum 2019 - Closed Session Report

Background
The panel presented a fertile environment for 
environmental scientists, engineers, social 
scientists, diplomats and politicians from different 
countries to discuss not just climate change, but 
also various immediate environmental problems 
such as microplastic pollution in the oceans as well 
as ozone depletion. While coming from different 
backgrounds, through the lively discussions that 
took place speakers and participants agreed on 
three main points. The first one is the importance 
of treating the environment as a common good, 
where all  are responsible for taking proper care of. 
The first step toward taking proper environmental 
action is to acknowledge that economic calculations 
cannot solely guide environmental policies. The 
second point is the need for a multifaceted approach 
to environmental problems; not only immediate 
environmental implications require attention, but also 
the negative impact that environmental issues have 

on security, development, agricultural production, 
social cleavages and poverty.

While different participants had varying levels 
of hope with regards to the possibility of finding 
prominent solutions for environmental problems, 
the third point that all participants agreed on is 
the need for collaborative action. The participants 
emphasised that such collaboration could be realised 
only if differentiated responsibilities are defined for 
developed and developing countries in global policy 
making. While developed countries should take 
responsibility for the share they have had in creating 
the environmental problems we face now, developing 
countries should appreciate the fact that they cannot 
afford to behave the way that developed countries 
behaved in the last century.

Introduction
oth political and aca-

demic discussions on se-

curity have significantly 

changed in the last three 

decades. What consti-

tutes a threat to one’s 

security and what it takes for an actor to feel 

secure have altered in a number of ways. In 

other words, security – both as a policy do-

main and as an academic field of study – has 

widened and deepened (Buzan, Wæver, & de 

Wilde, 1998; Krause & Williams, 1996). Widen-

ing, on the one hand, refers to diversification 

of threats to security in such a way that it now 

includes non-traditional security concerns 

such as economic security (Schiffman, 2016) 

and food security (Cavalcanti, 2005); Klare & 

Thomas, 1994; Wæver, 1995). Deepening, on 

the other hand, refers to the realisation that 

in making security decisions, actors other 

than states (individuals, local actors, region-

al actors, and international actors) should 

be taken into account as both subjects with 

security needs, and also as potential threats 

to security. (Buzan, 1991; Booth, 1991; Tickner, 

1995; Williams, 2003).

B
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Identifying the Problems 
and Their Significance
The first speaker began the discussion by highlight-

ing the connection between environmental security 

and the retreat of globalisation, which was the theme 

for this year’s TRT World Forum. The speaker rea-

soned that environmental collapse, which in and of 

itself is tragic, combined with overproduction, are the 

main reasons for globalisation’s retreat. While climate 

change gets the most attention, one speaker empha-

sised retreat. While climate change gets the most at-

tention, one speaker emphasised that other environ-

mental problems need to be evaluated together, as 

they are inevitably intertwined, both in their causes as 

well as in their implications.  

The speakers repeatedly emphasised that the most 

important aspect of the environment is that it is a 

global, common issue (Buck, 1998). For this reason, it 

is not enough for a country to control pollution within 

its own limits. As the environment is a global common, 

those who suffer from pollution are not necessarily 

those who contribute to its creation. However, since 

no country can escape from the negative impact of 

As a part of this process, environmental se-

curity has become one of the frequently 

discussed and highly politicised issue are-

as. One of the discussions surrounding the 

issue of environmental security is whether 

framing environment as a security issue con-

tributes to the solution of the problems. On 

the one hand, some argue that emphasising 

the security implications of environmental 

problems would be important in attracting 

politicians’ attention to the issue. Environ-

mental issues could be brought to the fore-

front of political agendas, and necessary 

funds could be directed toward solutions for 

environmental problems (Litfin, 1999; Dalby, 

2016; Schilling et al., 2017). However, on the 

other hand, sceptics warn that emphasising 

the security implications of environmental 

issues would push the much-needed scien-

tific expertise aside. This would result in the 

initiation of security-oriented policies which 

would in turn have damaging consequences 

(Deudney, 1990; Kakonen, 1994; Levy, 1995).

The speakers and participants sided with the 

first approach. They highlighted that plac-

ing emphasis on the security implications 

of environmental issues was the most effec-

tive way to address environmental concerns.  

Building on that understanding, the discus-

sions in the session focused on identifying 

the reasons for and consequences of vari-

ous environmental concerns. They also dis-

cussed the successes and failures of policies 

and initiatives that have been taken place so 

far, incorporating suggestions for the future.
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environmental problems, ‘not being the source of the 

problem’ does not relieve states from the responsibili-

ty of taking action to address the issue.

Pollution travels among states, through air, water or 

land. This is not a distant possibility that scientists en-

tertain; on the contrary, it is something we experience 

on a daily basis. As one speaker highlighted, green 

gases stemming from industrial production, energy 

production and transportation are severely damag-

ing the atmosphere. For example, pollution carried by 

the Danube River has been polluting the Black Sea for 

years. As one speaker explained, there is almost no ox-

ygen left at the bottom of the Black Sea. The pollution 

of the Danube, caused by the activities of developed 

countries in Europe, is felt by the countries who pro-

duce it as well as the states neighbouring the Black 

Sea (Milenkovic et al., 2005). And the pollution does 

not stop there. It goes to the Aegean Sea through the 

straits and eventually on to the oceans. The pollution 

of oceans has the potential to disrupt and destroy en-

tire ecosystems through food chains: plastic waste 

goes to the oceans through rain; fish eat microplas-

tics that are filling oceans; humans and other animals 

consume the fish and face illnesses as a result. In addi-

tion to lowered oxygen levels in the oceans, increased 

ocean acidity also poses a great risk. This is an under-

rated environmental problem that has the potential to 

disrupt people’s lives directly. Increasing acidity in the 

oceans would also break food chains. Given the fact 

that more than twenty per cent of the world popula-

tion is fed by fish caught in the ocean, this would cre-

ate challenges for food security as well.

So the question is, as one speaker highlighted, who 

is going to be responsible for cleaning up the pollu-

tion which the Danube River has brought to the Black 

Sea, the Aegean Sea, or the oceans? Who will take 

responsibility for addressing the pollution caused in 

the atmosphere? The difficulty in answering these 

questions remains at the heart of our environmental 

problems.

Loss of biodiversity is (and will be) one of the most 

important environmental problems (Smith et al., 

2003). Initial steps were taken in Rio in 1992 with the 

Convention on Biological Diversity, but as one speak-

er criticised, no additional steps have been taken in 

the last twenty- seven years to properly address the 

issue (Morger & Tsioumani, 2010). To put things into 

perspective, one speaker reminded the assembly that 

the asteroid that hit the earth sixty-five million years 

ago led to the loss of sixty percent of species, and the 

damage that the human race inflicts on earth today is 

much worse than what that asteroid did.

Some of the issues that require immediate attention 

were listed by the participants: loss of forests due to 

wildfires, as we see in Brazil (The Guardian, 2019); loss 

of freshwater resources, which has made countries 

rich in fresh water, such as Turkey, on the verge of 

freshwater scarcity; as well as problems like the exces-

sive use of fertilisers, which pollute not just land, but 

also the seas and oceans (Puckett, 1995). 

Climate change adds another layer to complex envi-

ronmental problems. Climate change is going to cre-

ate a ‘butterfly effect’, as one speaker put it, which will 

be felt in all aspects of life (UNFCCC). What Is more 

worrisome is that ‘we don’t know for sure what kind 

of reaction nature will give’, which makes it even more 

important to come up with comprehensive environ-

mental policies and do so immediately. 

The most worrying aspect of climate change, as was 

highlighted by all speakers and participants, is the 

impact climate change has (and will have) on security 

(Levy, 1995; Podesta & Ogden, 2008; Schwartz & Ran-

dall, 2003; Halden, 2007; WBGU, 2007; 2008; Camp-

bell-Lendrum & Woodruff, 2007; Smith & Vivekananda, 

2007). Security threats that environmental problems 

create are not possibilities for the future, but rather 

realities that we now live in. These will become even 

worse if not addressed. One speaker reminded the 

gathering that ‘the UN estimates that 40% of internal 

conflicts over the last sixty years were related to nat-

ural resources’. Another speaker noted that the Arab 

Spring, which began in Tunisia in December 2010, fol-

lowed a 35% increase in food prices between Septem-

ber 2010 and December 2010 (Jonstone & Mazo, 2011; 
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Perez & Wire, 2013). While climate change cannot be 

listed as the only factor behind these developments, it 

is important in illustrating the security implications of 

climate change.  

The type and severity of the impact that climate 

change has varies from region to region. The MENA 

region, as one speaker emphasised, happens to be 

one of the regions that faces the most severe con-

sequences of climate change (Terink et al., 2013; 

Gleick, 2014). The Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-

mate Change (IPPC) estimates that by the end of the 

century there will be a 20-30% decrease in levels of 

precipitation in this region, which will result in long 

periods of drought followed by severe rains (Collins et 

al., 2013).These developments will have the potential 

to further destabilise an already volatile region.

Speakers also emphasised the climate change/migra-

tion/security nexus. On the one hand, conflicts are 

likely to break out due to worsening living conditions, 

as well as an increasing scarcity of natural resources 

(Myers,1993; Levy et al. 2005; Hendrix & Glaser 2007). 

On the other hand, these conflicts, along with natural 

disasters, will lead to waves of migration. This will in 

turn likely increase migration-related security con-

cerns (CNA, 2007; Gleditsch et al., 2007; Hartmann, 

2010). As emphasised by one speaker, displacements 

resulting from natural disasters are higher than dis-

placements resulting from conflicts. It is estimated 

that 140 million people will need to migrate by 2050 

from Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and South 

Asia alone. Overall, about one billion people are ex-

pected to move by 2050 (Rigaud et al., 2018). The 

pressure from these migratory moves will be most 

severely felt by developing countries. However, the 

developed world will not be immune. Europe, for in-

stance, will witness a surge of refugees running away 

from climate change-related conditions (Huysmans, 

2006). 

Climate change is not just a threat to security, but 

rather to all aspects of life. As one speaker empha-

sised, agriculture is one of the fields that is going 

to be affected directly by climate-related problems 

(Falkenmark, 2013). Water and soil are two key com-

ponents needed for agricultural production, and they 

are both going to be affected by climate change. Too 

little water, due to droughts, or too much water, due to 

floods, coupled with the effect of rising temperatures 

on plant production will lead to food insecurity. As 

another speaker mentioned, agriculture depends on 

a very tight balance. Because of this, in the future it 

will be very difficult to cultivate a number of plants as 

simple as tomatoes, because the earth will be either 

too hot, too cold, too dry, or too wet. Industrial produc-

tion will also be adversely affected by water scarcity 

caused by climate change (Gosling & Arnell, 2016). 

An increasing number of hot days will lead to a rise in 

temperature-related diseases. Coupled with increases 

in rainfall, rising temperature will likely contribute to 

the spread of communicable diseases (Greer & Fis-

man, 2008). Climate change poses a threat to devel-

opment as well, since those who suffer the most from 

environmental problems are the ones who are already 

economically and socially in disadvantaged positions 

(Chitiga, 2019).

One speaker mentioned that the fundamental reason 

why environmental security is not getting the atten-

tion it deserves is because of the dominant role played 

by economic interests in shaping national discours-

es. Another speaker acknowledged the role that the 

economic implications of environmental initiatives 

play in shaping public and private actors’ reluctance; 

however, he suggested that to ignore environmental 

problems also creates a significant economic burden. 

The speaker supported this argument by reminding 

the participants that according to the ‘Global Climate 

Risk Index 2019, disasters caused by climate change 

in Turkey led to an economic loss of 2 billion dollars 

in 2017.’ (Eckstein et al., 2019) These insights further 

highlight that climate change leads to both future and 

immediate economic problems.
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Attempts at Addressing 
Environmental Problems
Participants at the session identified major environ-

mental concerns. A number of concrete attempts at 

collectively addressing environmental issues, howev-

er incomplete or inadequate they might have been, 

were also discussed. The participants also shared 

their ideas about the reasons for the very limited suc-

cess that policy initiatives have been able to attain. 

Although the different ways that environmental prob-

lems affect lives were discussed, the picture was not 

completely negative. On the contrary, speakers un-

derlined the efforts that have been made during the 

last three decades, especially in relation to climate 

change. The most important thing that has been ac-

complished during the last few years, as one partici-

pant highlighted, is the almost complete elimination 

of doubt about the scientific validity of climate change 

(Oreskes, 2004). This step, in and of itself, has been 

crucial in prioritising the issue on political agendas.

In terms of policy, following upon the UN Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol 

was a turning point in prioritising the issue on the 

global political agenda, and it brought together coun-

tries from around the world. The speakers agreed that 

the relative failure of the Kyoto Protocol in delivering 

upon its promises can best be understood in light 

of the tensions between developed and developing 

countries (Rosen, 2015). Through this framework, the 

developed countries basically told developing coun-

tries that they had progressed by damaging the en-

vironment. However, if the developing countries did 

the same, there would be no world to live in. The mis-

match between expectation, willingness and capaci-

ty for change led to the failure of the Kyoto Protocol. 

The problems originated not from the policy-making 

stage, but from the implementation stage. However, 

climate initiatives have not come to an end with the 

Kyoto Protocol, and a number of promising albeit in-

sufficient steps have been taken. The opening of a Cli-

mate Academy in Warsaw, for example, was a positive 

step toward enhancing cooperation.

The Paris Agreement presented a renewed opportu-

nity to collectively address climate change. However, 

the withdrawal of the USA has presented a challenge 

for the future (Zhang et al., 2017; Urpelainen & Van de 

Graaf, 2018). There are also regional and global efforts 

through the G20 to address the issue (Kiron & Kokot-

sis, 2016). However, as the speakers emphasised, even 

though efforts have been made, scientific studies illus-

trate that we are still far behind the target policies. One 

speaker pointed out that even if every country strict-

ly followed the requirements of the Paris Agreement, 

the world would still be warming up by three degrees, 

“and three degrees is going to [create] a different world 

than we have ever lived in as a human race.” It must 

be noted that this presents the best-case scenario. If 

states do not keep with their commitments, then the 

world runs the risk of warming up by four-six degrees. 

What needs to be kept in mind is that the more de-

layed we are in developing proper policies, the more 

dire the consequences of climate change will be. As 

one speaker mentioned, the IPCC used to estimate a 

rise in sea levels of around eighty centimetres to one 

metre. However, they have renewed their estimate, 

now indicating that there could be a rise of up to two 

metres.

What makes the situation worse is that even in in 

some areas where we thought we had successful-

ly initiated cooperation and collective action we are 

now observing regression. For example, people are 

having difficulty in going out into the streets in China 

due to heavy air pollution (Song et al., 2017). Moreover, 

though we had thought that the problem of depletion 

of the ozone layer was improving, in fact this issue 

still remains. It was recently revealed that a number 

of companies, especially in Western China, have been 
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using chemicals that were banned about thirty years 

ago (Fang et al., 2019). 

Some positive steps have been taken, for instance 

in addressing the issue of microplastics (Fendall & 

Sewell, 2009). One speaker pointed out that Turkey 

raised this issue at the Fourth Session of the UN En-

vironment Assembly, which took place in Nairobi in 

March 2019. Since then, Germany has taken the lead 

and organised a roundtable meeting to which more 

than fifty countries were invited. As one speaker sug-

gested, however, to successfully address this issue re-

quires that all countries around the world contribute 

toward the creation of an international agreement. Cli-

mate change has been on the global agenda for over 

twenty-five years, and diplomats, lawyers and environ-

mentalists have been working together to find a solu-

tion. The issue of microplastics must first find a place 

on political agendas, and then be addressed before it 

is too late. Furthermore, as climate change has illus-

trated, even if a common understanding is developed 

and a framework of operation is agreed upon, it is 

possible that policy initiatives could be less assertive 

than necessary (Wu et al., 2017). Thus, it is clear that a 

renewed approach and a revised set of policy tools are 

needed in order to successfully solve environmental 

problems.

Suggestions for Solutions 
and Problems Ahead
The common denominator for the suggestions and 

solutions that were emphasised during the session 

can best be summarised in the words of one speaker: 

‘The climate already changed; we have to adapt to it’. 

The participants in the session highlighted the main 

obstacles to be overcome, emphasising some policy 

initiatives that have the potential to bring promising 

results.

The overall risk for future environmental protection, 

as one participant emphasised, is the growing distrust 

of multilateralism. One speaker described the envi-

ronment as ‘the most important component of our 

collective security’, and a component that can only 

be addressed collectively. Solving environmental is-

sues requires cooperation at local, national, regional 

and international levels. Since coordination and co-

operation at each level are the only ways to address 

issues of global commons, we can only move forward 

by rebuilding trust in multilateralism, at least for envi-

ronmental protection. If we were to take the Mediter-

ranean as an example, one speaker emphasised that 

all twenty-one countries need to come together to ad-

dress pollution if we want to prevent negative affects 

to the creatures of this area.

The speakers also highlighted that cooperation must 

go beyond the organising of meetings. While organ-

ising meetings is important, turning ideas into action 

is even more necessary. As one speaker highlighted, 

since June 2019, as a part of the Zero-Waste Project, 

more than 150,000 cubic meters of marine litter were 

collect by Turkey (Ay, 2019). While emphasising the 

importance of the leading role that Turkey has been 

trying to play in this issue, the speaker also reminded 

the assembly that all countries must get together in 

addressing environmental issues, such as collecting 

microplastics from the oceans and seas. This is sim-

ply because no country acting alone is likely to pro-

duce the desired outcomes. Since all countries are re-

sponsible for plastic pollution in the oceans, effective 

cleaning of marine litter can only be realised by coor-

dination of all the parties involved. 

For such collective action to be effectively realised, 

the first hurdle that must be overcome is to convince 
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politicians about the importance of environmental 

problems. The causal link between the sources of en-

vironmental problems (for example plastic use and 

carbon emissions), and their consequences (like de-

creased fish populations and climate change) are not 

always easy to recognise. For example, last June was 

the hottest June in recorded history. The pattern was 

the same for July and September, while August was 

the second hottest August that has been recorded 

(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 

2019). These were temperatures that people person-

ally experienced. However, since climate change is 

gradual, it is difficult to illustrate the connection be-

tween climate change and what people experience. 

One speaker gave the example of apricot production 

in Turkey. In 2008, experts had warned producers 

that it would not be possible to continue with apri-

cot production in the region. However, as the speak-

er revealed, the expert advice was not heeded by the 

producers as there was no threat that the producers 

could observe with their own eyes. However, after 

ten years, the producers ended up cutting down two 

million apricot trees. There is also a problem of uncer-

tainty. We think that we know what kind of security 

implications might come with climate change, but we 

cannot be one hundred per cent sure. The long causal 

link creates a fertile environment for people with eco-

nomic or political motives to deny, and in some cases 

silence, scientific evidence. The fact that the policy 

discussions around climate change are still populated 

by ‘climate deniers’ (even though they are decreasing 

in number) is a testament of this problem (Norgaard, 

2019). 

The causal link shortens when there is an environmen-

tal disaster. For example, as one speaker mentioned, 

Turkey in the last few years has suffered a number of 

flood-related deaths and damaging outcomes. The 

hailstorm that happened in 2017 was a financially 

devastating episode for Turkey. When such disasters 

occur, environmental issues find a place in the media. 

People then become more likely to lend an ear to envi-

ronmental experts. Climate change increases the fre-

quency and severity of environmental disasters, and 

this can potentially contribute to the prioritisation of 

environmental issues on political agendas. However, 

if we want to effectively address environmental prob-

lems, as one speaker pointed out, ‘…we have to take 

measures before such disasters [occur]’.

The second hurdle in developing effective environ-

mental policies is the time required for policy initia-

tives to create observable impact on the ground. As 

one speaker put it, ‘If we start zero carbon emissions 

now, the effects of it [the damage created so far] would 

still be felt for centuries’. This time gap makes it dif-

ficult for politicians to be motivated to take drastic 

policy measures that prioritise environment over eco-

nomic concerns. As one participant stated, the most 

important problem that prevents states from taking 

environmental action is the question of ‘Who will pay 

for it?’ Many citizens want environmental action to be 

taken, but not many are willing to sacrifice anything 

to this end. This leads politicians to hesitate in taking 

action as they are worried about angering their con-

stituents. Thus, the need for everyone to shoulder 

their share of responsibility is a necessity for proper 

policies to be developed and implemented. 

Once these hurdles are overcome, then the content 

and scope of the policies must be properly designed. 

The first step toward that end is appreciating the fact 

that (a) environmental issues create different prob-

lems for different regions (and groups within regions), 

and (b) each actor has a different capacity to contrib-

ute to the solution of the problem. The experience so 

far has illustrated that ignoring these realities has led 

to incomplete and inappropriate policies that neither 

get the political support they need nor create the de-

sired outcomes.  

In developing environmental policies, it must be not-

ed that not every individual or group within a coun-

try will be equally affected by the negative impacts 

of climate change. The urban poor are disproportion-

ately affected by climate change due to their physical, 

geographical and social exclusion (Roy et al., 2016; 

Sanni et al., 2019). They live for the most part in in-

formal settlements in the urban periphery, as well as 
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fragile locations which include slopes and coastlines, 

making them more vulnerable. By 2030, 600 million 

urban poor will be directly at risk for problems relat-

ed to climate change. This important issue has been 

addressed at the Climate Action Summit 2019. Howev-

er, such meetings constitute only a beginning for the 

creation of appropriate policy measures. It is estimat-

ed that about 15 billion dollars is needed for integrated 

efforts to increase climate resilience.

One step that must be taken to develop more effective 

environmental policies is to better appreciate the se-

curity implications of environmental problems. His-

torically, there has been a limited link seen between 

environment and security; this focused on the possi-

bility of water scarcity leading to wars. However, over 

time, it has become clear that a whole range of envi-

ronmental problems must be addressed if we want to 

avoid new wars. As one speaker pinpointed, the rising 

awareness about the link between environment, de-

velopment and security on the UN Security Council 

agenda is promising. However, as one speaker noted, 

‘If we do not want new wars’, we must establish a sys-

tem that would focus upon capacity building for the 

developing and least developed countries to prevent 

environment-induced conflicts. Successfully address-

ing the worsening security implications of environ-

mental problems can only be realised if sufficient fi-

nance, technology and capacity-building support is 

provided by developed countries. The speaker also 

highlighted that developed countries need to under-

stand that opening their resources and sharing their 

technology is not only beneficial for the developing 

countries, but also for themselves; this would help pre-

vent potential refugee flows. 

Lastly, while developing effective environmental 

policies is of crucial importance, taking the environ-

ment into account in all policy initiatives is also a 

much needed approach. All policy decisions, includ-

ing those unrelated to the environment, need to take 

potential risks to the environment into account, for 

example climate change. On that note, one speaker 

highlighted the need to take climate change into ac-

count during urban planning, as well as in construc-

tion (Broto, 2017). The speaker stated that in civil engi-

neering schools, students are now taught to consider 

climate change as a new criterion in designing build-

ings and to account for possible floods in calculating 

pipeline capacities. While these are important signs of 

‘adaptation’, attempts to deal with environmental is-

sues will inevitably fall short as long as the root causes 

of problems are not properly addressed.

Conclusion
The speakers and participants from different profes-

sions, coming from different countries, all agreed that 

we are indeed experiencing a ‘tragedy’, as the title of 

the session has suggested. The participants further 

agreed that not only our understanding of national 

security, but also our views of development, urbani-

sation, industrial production, agriculture, and pover-

ty alleviation need to be changed for any significant 

progress to be made in successfully addressing envi-

ronmental concerns. Addressing a global tragedy re-

quires global action; this is why participants empha-

sised the importance of international cooperation and 

collaboration in the face of global retreat. The situa-

tion might be dire and the prospects may be gloomy, 

but increased public awareness and political attention 

mean that we are more prepared to tackle the prob-

lems than we were twenty years ago.
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